
Illustrator GIF Animation Demo
There is a template in the shared folder
with all these pieces.

Step 1 - Window > Layers.

Notice the background layer is locked.
The background of our animation is not 
going to be moving.

Step 2 - Use the piece on layer 1 to 
create a character. Delete the unused 
pieces. There should be NO pieces left 
in the gray working area.



Illustrator GIF Animation Demo

Step 3 - In the upper 
right corner of the 
layers palette click on 
the 3 lines > 
Duplicate “Layer 1”

Step 4 - When you duplicate the 
layer it is going to be called layer 
1 copy.

Rename the layer to LAYER 2

Unclick the eyeball on layer 1 to 
hide  



Illustrator GIF Animation Demo
Step 5 - On  LAYER 2 make small little 
changes. 

Each layer in Illustrator is going to be a 
frame of animation (movement) 

Step 6 - Duplicate Layer 2 
(rename) into Layer 3.

Turn off the eyeball on layer 2.

The hat rotated to the left.

The tie rotated.

The pink hair moved up.



Illustrator GIF Animation Demo

Step 7 - Continue Duplicating 
the  Layers until you have 10 
layers for the Demo.

Make small changes on each 
layer

FYI - your assignment will have 
more than 10 layers.



Illustrator GIF Animation Demo

Step 8 - When you are ready to 
export your animation you must 
TURN ON ALL THE 
EYEBALLS.

 If they are not showing your 
layers will not appear in 
Photoshop.

Step 9 - Name your 
assignment.

Where : Desktop

Format : Photoshop (psd)

EXPORT

Step 10 - Screen 72

OK

Step 11- Look on your Desktop 
for your animation. It will have a 
.psd after the name. 

Click to open Photoshop



Photoshop Timeline GIF Animation Demo

Step 12 - Double on the .psd 
file on your Desktop to open 
your animation Demo.psd

Step 13 - Window > Timeline

Step 14 - Click on the side 
to show FRAME ANIMATION

That is now a button > Click on 
Frame Animation



Photoshop Timeline GIF Animation Demo

Step 16 - At the bottom of the 
Timeline, add FRAME 2

Step 17 - Turn on the eyeball 
for Layer 2 ONLY,
and the background always stays on.

Step 15 - In your Timeline you 
now have frame one.

In the layers palette the only 
eyeballs that should be showing 
are the BACKGROUND and 
Layer 1. 



Photoshop Timeline GIF Animation Demo

Step 18 - Assign all 10 Frames to their corresponding Layer 
by turning in the eyeball

Step 19 - Play the animation

Step 20 - To adjust the speed of the frames > click on the 
bottom on each frame and change the time to 0.2 sec.



Photoshop Timeline GIF Animation Demo

Step 21 - File > Export > Save for the Web

Step 23 - On your Desktop, Drag the .GIF file into a web 
browser such as Chrome to watch the animation. 

Step 24 - Save your work into the Dropbox/Drive and Share it 
to me.

Step 22 - This menu is how we create GIF files. You don’t 
need to change anything, Just click SAVE.


