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How to draw an origami crane

Finished example

Connect the dots / Targets
-USE A RULER- 
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 Crane Drawing

Directions
1. On a 11” x 17” piece of paper draw a border that is 1”  away from all the sides.

2. Brainstorm a concept for your composition. What story are you going to tell. What 
environment are your cranes in? What objects/icon can you use to help your viewer 
understand what is happening in your composition?

3. Use the packet of crane examples for your drawing. Use points to help you determine where 
to place the shape. Use a ruler to connect your points with a straight line.

4. Your composition must have at least 5 individual cranes in di�erent positions.

5. You must use color to shade in the cranes. Use darker colors to show where the folds are 
behind. See examples for clari�cation. 

Composition Brainstorming ideas
What type of environment/place do your cranes live in?

What type of activities do your crane do?

Jungle
Desert
Ocean
Space

Kitchen
Pool
Movie theater
Pyramids

Lake
Paris
Candy Land
Medieval Castle

These are 
just suggestions.

You can 
make up your own
ideas, or use one 

of these.

Soccer
Football
Board games
Sleeping

Trick or Treating
Su�ng
Playing video games
Baking

Playing with friends
Weight lifting
Falling in Love
Shopping

What will your composition be about?


